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Supporting Materials Available for Machine-Readable Files

Applies to ASO Groups

The Transparency in Coverage Final Rule requires insurers and group health plans to
publish machine-readable files starting July 1, 2022. The files contain in-network rates and
out-of-network allowed amounts.

What's new: Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma (BCBSOK) is providing supporting
materials on machine-readable files to ASO groups.

e A Machine-Readable Files Implementation Guide for ASO Accounts » provides further
direction on how to access the ASO machine-readable files.

e Sample machine-readable files are available in a staging environment. The files may help
groups understand what information will appear in the final files. Instructions to access
their sample files * are available for ASO accounts. These sample materials are for
informational purposes only and should only be used prior to july 1, 2022.

What's next: As we continue to monitor further regulatory developments related to the

machine-readable files, the approach below may be subject to change based on any such
developments.

e BCBSOK will aim to make machine-readable files available on a publicly accessible site
for ASO groups by June 25, 2022, for plan years starting on or before July 1, 2022, and

then upon plan year renewal after July 1, 2022. These files will be posted separately from
the Fully Insured files.

e BCBSOK will host machine-readable files for benefits that we manage via a link on
bcbsok.com for both Fully Insured and Self-insured Groups.
o Self-insured Groups may choose to direct individuals to this website via a link or
opt to download the file from this site to host in an alternative location.
o However, if a group doesn't host through the bcbsok.com link, BCBSOK is not liable
for any inaccurate information.

Additional information: Below are answers to some frequently asked questions that may
assist with accessing the machine-readable files for your group. If you do not find the answer
to your question, please contact your BCBSOK representative or account executive.

FAQs


http://www.bcbsok.com/
https://www.bcbsokcommunications.com/newsletters/files/2022/producer/OK.MRF.Implementation.Guide.pdf
https://www.bcbsokcommunications.com/newsletters/files/2022/producer/OK.ASO.Account.MRF.Access.Instructions.pdf
https://www.bcbsok.com/
https://www.bcbsok.com/

Q. An Employer Identification Number (EIN) is required to access my group’s sample
machine-readable file. How do | find my group’s EIN?

A. The EIN appears on the employer Benefit Program Application (BPA). If you need further
assistance finding your EIN, please contact your BCBSOK account executive.

Q. Will the machine-readable files be the same for Fully Insured and Self-insured (ASO)
clients?

A. BCBSOK will follow the standard schema for standard Fully Insured plans. The pricing data
and format will be consistent and based on the plan. If the same network and negotiated
rates apply, then the files will be the same.
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X Fileisin portable document format (PDF). To view this file, you may need to install a PDF reader program. Most PDF readers are a free download.
One option is Adobe® Reader® which has a built-in screen reader. Other Adobe accessibility tools and information can be downloaded at
http://access.adobe.com. @

& By clicking this link, you will go to a new website/app (“site”). This new site may be offered by a vendor or an independent third party. The site may
also contain non-Medicare related information. In addition, some sites may require you to agree to their terms of use and privacy policy.
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